33 


e 


— 
5 


— og, 


* = 
2 K 

** * 
m „ 
* % 

51 * 18 4 ; 
N n 85 3 
| 5 . * gd 

WET 
«4 2 2 4 


r 


THE 


' OF THE 


SUPREME BEING. 


A 


POEM 


By GEORGE BALLY, M.A. 
Fellow of Kings College. 


- CAMBRIDGE, 
PRINTED BY J. BENTHAM, PRINTER TO THE UNIVERSITY. 


Sold by W. THURLBOURN &]. WoopyER, and T. MERRIIL, Bookſellers in Cambridge; 


T. OszonxE & J. Snrr rox in Gray's Inn, R. DopsLey in Pall-Mall, 
B. Don in Avemary-Lane, London; andJ, Porr at Econ. 


M.DCC.LVL | 


in 
1 
} 
6 
[5 
* 
11 
. 
i 
h 
* £ 
** 0 
7 
+3 
11 
1 
57 
+ 
* 
« 
18 
F : 
| : 
WL 
11 
. 
1 
\ 
5 
| 4; l 
* 
1 
45 
1 
4, 
7 
s * "ed 
* 
FS * 
4 
pi t 
or 
4 
1 
We, 
12 
1 
2.9 
X ” 
+» 
+ 3b 
F 
= 
BE 
£8 
"+8 
- 
5 x4 \ 
* 0 * 
6 
15 
+ B 7 
bw 
1 
— 7 
= 
* > 
= 
© KA 
+8 
1 
\ Hy 
1 
LS 
-B 
7 i 
Be 
. 
FLS 
E# 5 
* 
4 * 
” * 
TE 
- 
= { 
- 
.- \ 
A 
= 
. 
- 
i*% i 
= 
F N 1 
oF 
1 8 
No x 
6.4 
; N 
" * 
- 9 
_ 
= 
28 . 
4 
2 
1 . 
* . 
,' 
4 
7 * — 
1 y 
| 
BU 
$8 
3 1 
6 , 
% of vi 
5 } 
K $ 
a ; 
2 | 
1 þ 
5 ! 
3 F 
«- FT 
| \ 
1 3 * 
y 50 4 
1 9 
1 * 


e 


5 2 


— 


* r 


282 2 +> 


1 


— a, v2" 
—— P 
PPP , nn 


—ö—— nw 


Dr 


'A Clauſe of Mr. SEATON's 8 Will, 
Dated O#.8. 1738. 


4 Give my Kiſlingbury Eflate to the Univerſi ity of Cambridge 
or ever: the Rents of which ſhall be diſpoſed of yearly by 
the Vice-Chancellor for the time being, as be the Vice-Chancellor, f 
the Maſter of Clare-Hall, and the Greek Profeſſor for the time = 
being, or any two of them ſhall agree. Which three perſons 1 
aforeſaid ſhall give out a Subject, rb Subject ſhall for the 
firſt Year be one or other of the Perfections or Attributes of ibe 
Supreme Being, and ſo the ſucceeding Years, till the Subject 
is exhauſted; and afterwards the Subject ſhall be either Death, 
Judgment, Heaven, Hell, Purity of heart, £3c. or whatever elſe 
may be judged by the Vice-Chancellor, Maſter of Clare-Hall, 
and Greek Profeſſor to be mo/t n to the honour of the 
Supreme Being and recommendation of Virtue. And they fhall 
yearly diſpoſe of the Rent of * above Eftate to that Maſter of 
Arts, whoſe Poem on the \Subje ect given Hall be beſt approved 
by them. Which Poem I drdain to be always in Engliſh, and to 
be printed; the expence of which ſoall be 2 out of the 
product of the Eflate, and the reſidue given as a reward for the 
Compoſer of the Poem, or Ode, or Copy of Verſes. 
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E the underwritten, do aſſign Mr. SEATON's Reward 

to Mr. BALLY, M.A. for his Poem on The Viſdom of 
the Supreme Being, and direct the ſaid Poem to be printed, 
according to the tenor of the Will. - 


Sept. 25, 1756, _ FEY 
od. Se Eam. Law Vice-Chancellor. 


J. Wilcox Maſter of Clare Hall. 
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NCE more the Muſe, with pious ardor rapt, l 


Spurns the dank Earth, and trembling ſoars aloft 
To hymn her God, IE HO vA N Only-Wiſe. 

O for a beam from th uncreated Fount 

Of Light to pierce the gloom, that hovri ring damps | 
The briſk etherial Particle, which longs 


Unmanacled and free to trace the ſteps 

Of Wiſdom, and at diſtance to adore! 

0 Thou, who Nom the ſtamm'ring li ps of babes 
4 Mak'ſt 


6 THE WISDOM OF | 
Mak ſt heav'nly Truths diſtill to ſhame the pride, 
The letter d pride of reas ning erring Man; 


Who, when the full Maturity off Tine 


From endleſs ages preordain d, arrivd, 


Did ſt from the dregs of Ignorance elect 
Promulgers of Thy Knowledge, O vouchſ afe 


Thy gracious aid to theſe my labourd ſtrains, 
Which fain would fell the choral ſymphony © g 


Of Angels and Archangels evermore 

Glowing with love intenſe, and warbling ſweet 
Their ſongs of joy 1 with praiſes intermixt! 
O let Thy Impulſe guide Me, whilſt I range A 
Nature's wide field of Wonders, where impreſt T 0% 
On evry atom ſhines creative Skill, I & 403 42 
And evry humble Shrub proclaims a God! 29 
Without Thy I nfluence ſ piritleſs would flow 

Theſe Numbers, as a tinkling cymbal 8 ſound: 

And much, I ween, would F ollys babling age 
Profane that Wiſdom, ſhe preſum d to > ling. 


Shall 


* 
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Shall boaſtful Reaſon, the minuteſt ray 
Beam'd from the ſelf-exiſtent Sire of Li, gs, 
Diſdain ſubjection, and refuſe to bring 
Her incenſe to the throne of God? inſtead 
Of Admiration, which His Works exact, 
Works where tranſcendent Art diſplays her pow rs, 
Shall the, with impious triumph fluſh d, retort 
Her wanton cenſure, infide] reproof? 
Say, Sceptic, can thine eye pervade the whole, 
See Syſtem on dependent Syſtem verge, 
And Cauſes with EffeQs connected all 
In one unbroken cham? Did Science ever 
Lend Thee a Seraphis flamy wing to mount 
Above th empyreal Sphere? There didſt Thou view 
The golden Balance which the Mountains weighd, 
Ere their aſpiring foreheads piere d the clouds ? 
Proud philoſophic fool! thy airy flight | 
Suſpend awhile, and drop into Thyſelf: 
Attentive ſcan the. texture of thy Frame 
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How fearfully oontrivd the viſual obs 50 Kerle 
Remark, how aptly ſtation d for their talk; 

Raisd to th' imperial. Head s high citadel 

A wide extended prof} pect to command, 
See the arch'd outworks of impending Lids © 
With hairs, as paliſadoes, fenc'd around Ar a 
To ward annoyance from withou t. The] Wa 
Its intervening wall projects, the Cheeks 

Swell with a gentle eminence, to ſhield 59 60 

The body 8 gay irradiating Beam, 
Who taught the rays, refracted from the bright | 
Chryſtalline Convex, i in a central point | 


To join their confluent ſtreams, and paint each form 
Of dedal Nature i in the fund opake, 
Ill copied by Apelles happieſt ſkill? 

Who but th Omniſcient Architect with bade 
The univerſal Eye, th illuſtrious Sun, 15 
From Chaos darkſome womb. his ſplendors dart 
T * and refreſh the * World. 


he 
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The channel d Ear with many a winding maze 
How artfully perplext, to catch the ſound, 
And from her repercuſlive caves augment! 


When the crude ſhapeleſs Maſs impriſon d ay 
I n its maternal cell, what plaſtic pow r 


A ppropriate figure to each part aſſign d, 


And gave th envelopd Animal t expand? 

Whoſe Nod controll'd the work abſtruſe, infusd cr 

All- quick ning vigour, and each motion ſwayd? 
Who in the dark. the vital flame illumd. 


And from th impulſive engine caus d to flow 


Th ejaculated ſtreams thro many a pipe | 
Arterial with meandring lapſe, then bring 


Refluent their purple tribute to their Fount? 
Who ſpun the ſinews branchy thread, and twin'd 


'The azure veins in ſpiral knots to waft 
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Life 8 tepid wayes all oer, or Who with bones 
Compacted, and with nerves the Fabric ſtrung? | 
Their ſpecious form, their fitneſs, | which reſults 

Eb — — 
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From figure and arrangement, all declare 
Th Artificer divine. — Twas Thou, 0 Lord, 
Who in the deep receſs didſt mould the aov-.. 
Obſequious to thy will; the proceſs dark | 
Thou ſaw'ſt, and Nought eſcap'd thy piercing Eye. 
Ere yet I was, in thy eternal Rolls | 
Each bone was written, and each fibrous 8 
All- perfect Models of my future Frame. "or 
And yet ſhall Man, who bears a World anche 4 
Of Wonders i in Himſelf, tho' on his mind 
ConviCtion flaſhes like a flood of Day, 


In voluntary oloom benighted fit? 


With intellectual faculties endow 'd, 


Stamp'd on thy ſoul Thy Maker 8 ſignature, | 


In this magnific fly-roof d Temple plac d 
High-P rieſt of Nature, to return to Heavn 
Due Incenſe, and articulate the praiſe 

Of thy mute vaſſals, dar ſt Thou, Wretch ingrate, 
The Gift accept, the Giver leave unthank'd? 


See 
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See feeble inſtin&t with unvaried aim 


Guide thy brute ſabjeQs to their Being's end, 
| Reproach to Reaſon's over-weening pride! 
Their taſk enjoind they chearfully perform, 
And laud the 
With deep-ton'd praiſes roars the Wilderneſs, 
The Groves with Melody reſound; All Nature 
- Upbraids the thankleſs ſilence of her Lord, 
Rebel to Him, whoſe delegate he reigns. 

How ſightleſs ſoars Philoſophy, whene er 
She qu its the beaten track that Nature points, 
And Reaſon, yet with prejudice unting d; 
When impious ſhe aſſumes creative power, 
And builds a World without an Architect 


beſt they can their bounteous God. 


In vain does Epicurus, borne aloft 


Beyond the flaming barriers of our f phere 
Into th' illimitable Void, command | 
His marſhal'd atoms, and direct their fight. 


Whatever courſe he gives them, ſtraight, oblique, 
B2 They 
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They never could, tho” ages they had f ped 


Their ſwift career, have met in Space immenſe, 


And each concurring with his like coher d. 


Illuſive Dreams, and ravings of a Brain 


Unpurgd with Ellebore! to think that ſmall 
Unguided particles, at random floating 


Throꝰ ſhoreleſs ſeas of Emptineſs diffus d, 
Could haply claſh, and ſlide into an Orb! 
Say, Grecian Dotard, did thy idol . 
Of Worlds expert Artificer, Cer bid 

A ſudden palace deck the wonP ring; w. waſte; z 


Did ſtones and timber, trooping to her call, 


Leap to a finiſh'd pile, and ſtand ſelf-rang'd? | 
When firft thy atoms with a ceaſeleſs ſhowr 


Ruſh'd from th Expanſe tumultuous, ſay what Mounds, 


Raisd in the thin vacuity t arreft 
Their progreſs, check'd them in midway, and made 
Them ſettle to a Maſs? could they unknowing 


Determine where to fix, and there in ſpite 


Of 
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Of Gravity's accelerating force, ea 
Lulld in the Airs ſoft ambient boſom reſt? 
What counteraQted Nature's gen ral laws, 
And gave th' inſſected bias? did they call 
A Council ere they fallyd from the goal, 


And for each troop a rendezvous ap point? # 
Here Reaſon fails You, and your wile reply 
Amounts to nothing more than ſo it chanc'd 
That this our Planet with th unnumber d Orbs, 
Which perfect the ſtu pendous artful „ 
After repeated conflicts, and a war 


Of thwarting particles, their ſtrife compos d, 
Did ruffled into Harmony ſubſidde. 

That philoſophic towr, from whence You boaſt - 
To look all Nature thro, and pity Man 
Bewilder d in the mazy vale below, 
Shook with each ſlight interrogation nods: 
And, when the ſtorm of Argument aſſaults, 
The treachrous baſis ſinks, and down it fall. 

> 2 


=. Duration bounds Stagira's bolder Sage 
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14 


| Oerleaps, and leſſ ning to tl the view a World J 


Amidſt Eternity ss vaſt trackleſs wilds 


1 : Explores. But what ſucceſs, what — meed 


Rewards th adventure? merits He for this 


The Realms of Science with deſpotic ß 
To govern, and his tyranny uſurp̃d 1 
Deep in our vaſſal intellects to found? 

1 Let this high-vaulting Genius from his fight 
Tranſcendent ſtoop, and to enquiring ſenſe 


A ſober anſwer give, 10 if for ever 
Things in the fame unvaried tenor flow d, 


If Battles from eternity were fought, 
And Polities in endleſs ſeries plann d, 


No direful tumults ſwelld th Aoman Trump 

Before the war of Thebes, or ſiege of Troy: 
Why from no higher ſpring hiſtoric Truth 

Rolls down thro' ages her memorial ſtores: 

Why Arts flow-ripning in the womb of Time 

. 5 1 
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So vibes attaind their growth; why from the Eaft 
But yeſterday her orient beam diſplayd 
Emerging Science, and with Heav'n's bright * 5 


In radiant progreſs journey id to the Weſt. 
Did one eternal torpor chill the brain 
Of infinite Succeſſions? unalert 
Was Nature, nor yet ſtrong enough to form 
An Ariſtotle's all-pervading Mind? | 

In vain your routed clan of Vot'ies fly 18 


To Deluges. F or where emboſom d _ 
Sufficient maſs of Moiſture to diflolve 
The Globe, and from its faded face to blot 
Each faithful Monument? if this exceeds 
Nature's weak powers, they Il ceaſe to rouſe at will 
The Waters from their bed, leſt unawares 
They conjure-up an Agent they diſclaim. 
If Nature can atchieve the feat, Ye Wits 
Illumin d, ſay, why in a round immenſe 
Of unbeginn ing Vears it always chanc'd 

| That 


16 THE WISDOM. or: 


That indiſcriminating Floods ſhould ſpare 


A choſen Few, to ſtock the deſert | World: al} 
Why, when the Deep its riven Jaws a ' 

And Deſol ation oer the proſtrate Ball 
Wide- waſting ſwept along, not All Mankind 


Once in the oft repeated Wrecks was loſt, - bi 
And Your Eternal Race expungd for ever. 


If Particles obnoxious to decay 11 


The univerſal Frame compoſe, amidſſtt 


The ceaſeleſs ravage of unmeaſur d Vears 


Earth on her Axis had no longer mov d 


Vertiginous, long fince a mould ring heap 


Of Duſt: the Sun, ſo prodigal of light, 


His golden urn exhauſted whence the Stars 


Imbibe their gleam, had ſpent his lateſt ray, 


And ſcatter'd in looſe atoms roam d the Void. 
Thus with Siſyphian toil miſguided Wit 


The ſtone reluctant up the ſteep high Cliff 


Urges: with violent recoil the Maſs 


Ruſhes 
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Ruſhes precipitous; and-mocks their pains. 
Tho' Mountain pild on Mountain threat ning ; Boas 
Confuſio on follows, and their Babel drops. | 0 þ 
Philoſophy's but Folly in diſpuiſe, WED e 
A glitt ring Ignorance, a fevriſh Dream, 
Unleſs from Earth, the Footſtool of her God, 
7 She leads like Jacob 8 Ladder to His Throne. 
To trace the Wiſdom of th' all-k nowing Mind 
In the World's ample Volume to our view 5 
In ſhining characters diſplayd, e 
Like Seraphs, as we turn th amazing page, 
And magnify the glorious Authors name, 
This This is to be Wiſe beyond 1 the School 
Of Epicurus, or Lyceum fam d. 
What human tongue can ad” wa: 
The treaſures of Eternal Intellect, Facts. 
The Fair archetypal, whence beams n 
Each Good delectable, each beauteous F orm, 


That Nature's ſpacious Theatre adorns? — 
| 2 * 0 How. 


8 \ 
' N ; - as Rh ; | 1 : | * 


How ſhall ſublim d Kü idee ef 
Into th* unlimited circumflucus deep 1 
Of Chaos drear and dark, there ſee Heavn 6s King 2 
Borne on Cherubic Wings enounce the Word 
Omnifici ? Wild Uproar hears; and is ſtill, - Ws 
And Circumſcription checks Infinity! 0-3 
| Hoy alk-accompliſhd Sapience blazt abroad | 
| Conſpicuous in each grand proportiond Work, 
When the Divine Geometrician ftreteh'd Fil 
Th' immeaſurable level. thro! the Void, 
And to the canton d Syſtem bounds ordaind!- | - | | 
What Hand could ſcoop the Sea's capacious bed, pref 
But His, who graſpd the Waters in bis — 
Who could expand the Curtains of the Sky, 
And tinge with bluſh of Day their ee — 
But the ineffable I AM, who reigns | 
In ff plendor unapproachable enſfirin d? 

What placid fmikes of feet complacency | 

| ay the Creator's radiant Wen one, 


When 
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When He ſurvey'd his Workmanl ip, and * 
Utility and Grace diffus d Siroughout!  - 
With admiration: rapt of heavnly Skill  - 
The Sons of Phoſphor haiF'd the wi World 
With ſhouts triumphant z- ev ry harp was tune 
Angelic to His praiſe, who Order calld 
From Tumult, and from Nothing All educ * 
Where ler We turn our eyes, above, den, . 
The Deity confronts Ls, and reveald 
Flames in each Buſh, and ſparkles in each Ster. | 
Where could the Platform of this 3 F came, 
But in th Eternal Mind's abyſs, exiſt? b 
What but a Wiſe Omnipotence the Plan | 
1tluftrious could fo ſplendidly complete? | 
The Sun, when with a vigrous Bridegroom's heat 
He fallies from the chambers of the Eaſt, - I 
His Maker in his ſilent couiſe proclaims. W 
| Look up, vain Sceptic, and derive a ray 
Thence to thy darkend Soul; yon glorious orb 


#- 


44 — 0 2 * 


20 THE WISDOM? OR 
Perpend, the Perſian s Mithras, who aſcr ibo 
Th emaning Good , by Providence devisd- 
Omniſcient, to th unconſcious — | 
| | Abſorpt his Senſes in the dazling Beam. 


| Thou more ſagacious | hence infer a God, 7 
a Who launchd i in Air the Planet, and dee \ 


An Orbit to His Ends benign moſt fit. : L 
© Seel at due diſtance from Our Globe Alpeed 
1 With warmth attemper d to her Womb he an 1 
© © Thr all-fruitful Mother, and each Birth matures. 
| Had he, where ſluggiſh Saturn rolls, been placd, - 
B What deſolation had deform this ſcene 
| Now ſo profuſe of evry boon! -undeck'd 
With mantling Graſs her lap, deſpoild her 1. uli! 
Of laughing harveſts, Earth had ſtood . 
By Man or Beaſt, an icy; Wilderneſs, mot eilt : by j 
If nearer he had wheel d his flamy car, Wa 
His torrid rays had cleft the ſolid rn e el 
Exhal N the Lakes, and drain d the briny Der. 


» &* Ad 
4a 


The 


THE SUPREME _ G. 
The molten defuce had to aſhes turnd, 
Or whirld in eddying | ſands obſcurd the Sky. $i: 
Seel how declining from the way direct  _ 
He winds obliquely thro th Ecliptic road 
His courſe unwearied. Hence the Seaſons riſe, 
And glad with ſweet viciflitude the Year. 


Could Chance atchieve theſe Wonders, and im 2 1 
Such conſtant movements that, ſince Time — 


His meaſur d race, not once the Sire of 3 
Should ſtart forgetful from the track, and brin g 
Chill Winter into Summer's flowry-reign? 
Or where ſuch Counſel, ſuch Deſign are ſeen, 
Muſt We not call an All- directing Mind 
To ſolve th amazing Knot? th Opificer 
All- pow rful and All-wiſe alone could frame 
For Uſes multiform an Orb, without 

Whoſe vital beams All Nature would pho, 
And Darkneſs be the Burier of the Dead. 

He the *— Motion g — 2 His Arm, 
HU Un- 


22 THE WIS DOM OF. 
i Unſhorten d ſtill, reftrits the rapid whirl - 
| Of Planets to their Centre, and with! — 11 
| | Of Gravity and firm Coheſion! binds 
| Each ſtruggling atom, which would dle . 
| Fly oft, and ruin ſcatter thro the Void. 

Who ſees a Sphere, where mimic Wit diſplays _ 
The ſite, the number, and the ſize of Al! 
Von rolling Worlds, and how in figurd dance 
They glide harmonious, at firſt glance aſſenzs 
That Reaſon ſwayd the cunning Artiſt's hand, 10 0112 
Yet when he ſees the wondrous: Archetype, 
The Heavns themſelves, with. ſwift rotation urg d, 
Invariably each grateful Change revolve 
Conducive to the Welfare of the Whole; | 95 
Doubts he that this by Reaſon is vi 10 
By Reaſon all- ſurpaſſing and Divine? | 
| Tho Man were ſilent, th ane Basen, N 
The Moon, and all the ghttring Hoſt of Stars, . 
Fix d and , would with one accord 


. 
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Blazon Almighty. Wiſdom, and declare 
The Marvels of His Fi inger, who, for ends 
Subſervient to His Glory and Our Good, == 
Bade their gay S plendors gild the brow of b Night. = 
I to this lower Planet we advert, 
Seat of Our Birth and Nurture, a itn 
Of infinite Contrivance, matchleſs Skill, 
Whether the ſite or figure we regard, 
Or diſtribution of the various parts 
Perfective of che Syſtem, Strokes appear 
Too exquilite for bungling Chance to hit 
With erring implements. A Mind alone, 
Where Models of Perfection treafur'd lay 
From All Eternity, could call the fair 
Exemplar into being when it will' d. . 
me” form orbicular how fit to weigh 
The golden gift of Light and Heat to all 
The ſcatter d diſtricts with impartial ſcale! 


Hence too the Waters, thoſe meandring veins 


O'er 
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The Vallies, and the Mountains from amidſt 
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O'er the Earth's body interſpersd; with juſt 
Partition flow ſalubrious: To the: V * in 
Balmy refiners of the winnowd Air, Wes 
This moſt commodious Figure yields! a 1 1211331 
Free, unobſtructed. Had another ſhape 

Been giv n, impeding. Angles had: opposd | 

The breezy Currents, and Mankind had Ae d 


1 * 


Sickly and faint from th intercepted Gale. 


What made the humid Particles recede 


From the dry land, and wear a furrow d bed 
Capacious of their ſtreams? Could aught but Art 


The blended Maſs fo {kilfully disjoin? 


Thou Thou alone, with whom enthron d on high 


Sits coeſſential Wiſdom, bad ſt ſubſide. 


Th oerwhelming moiſture heave their brow ſublime. 
The liquid troops, obedient to Thy —_— 
Fled to tir appointed ſtation, Thou a bound 


Haſt hs they cannot N nor ever ſpread 


Toer 
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Their flowing Mantle Oer th inveſted Earth: 
Thou to the Sea ſay ſt, hitherto advance, 
And here thy proud licentious waves be ſtay d. 
In various duQts, as Thou ordain'ſt, dif perſt 
The Globe-encircling Waters draw their train, 
And health and vigour as they glide i impart. 

Yet here raſh Man Thy Counſels dares implead, 

And blames the vaſt diffuſion of the Deep 
As uſeleſs and deform. He thinks that thrift 
In dealing out the Treaſures of th' Abyſs, 
And a more libral dole of needful Land, 
Had ſpoke a wiſe Diſpenſer of his ſtores. 
Vainly he cries, «Half th' Ocean might be yr, 
Superfluous Waſte! and added to domains 


Too trait for Man, who, by continual wars 


T' inlarge his frontier, ſeems to breathe but ill, 

As in a Priſor's narrow limits pent.” bs 

Bluſh, futil Caviller, who Nature's Lord 

| Arraign ſt, unread in Nature's myſtic lore. 

*D 48 For 
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For know that Vapours on their duſky wings. 

In due proportion to the Surface 7: 

Sublimd. Had then thy frugal ſcheme prevail 4 

And the ſhrunk Ocean flowd with leflen'd wave, 

Inſtead of plenteous ſtreams which now refreſh } 

Earth's ſaturated womb, but few had rolltd 

Their ſcanty fluid oer the thirſty glebe: _ 

Eve had not ſhed profuſe her trickling balm, 

Nor Clouds dropt fatneſs on the labourd field. 
Thus in the natal as the moral World 

The ſtricteſt ſerutiny but ſerves t unveil 

New Riches in the deep exhauſtleſs Mine 

Of heavnly Wiſdom: What is Beſt, the * 


Of Deity, occurrs in evry work. 


His Providence the floating vaſt Machine 
Steers with unerring hand. Hence midſt the flight 


Of Ages ne er one jarring atom broke 
The nice adjuſtment of conſpiring parts, 
Or dogg d the motion of the {malleſt wheel, 


Scep- 
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Sceptic, no more the dazling beams withſtand, 

Bright emanations of a ſapient God, 

But, taught by Nature, Nature's Lord adore: : 

From known Effects of Order and Defi gn 

Riſe to the ſelf- exiſtent Cauſe Supreme: 

The Depths of Wiſdom, far as human Ken 

Can penetrate, explore, and here attain 

A foretaſte of that Knowledge, which perhaps, 

With Angels poring o'er the Text abltruſe, 


And in ecſtatic admiration loft, 


Will in Eternity's unceaſing round 
The intuition of thy Soul abſorb. 
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